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The Nusairi sect take their name from Nusair who
lived in the latter part of the 9th century, but their dis-
tinguished teacher and apostle was Husain bin Hamdan
ul-Khasibi who flourished in the beginning of the 10th
century. They were prominent in Syria in 1029, occupy-
ing the mountain range along the coast to the north of the
Lebanon which is still known as the Nusairi mountains.
They also inhabit the region about Mersina, in the prov-
ince of Adana, and number altogether about 200,000.
They are divided into two communities; the Shemsiyeh
and the Kamariyeh, or Sunites and the Moonites, prob-
ably reflecting the heathen elements in their cult which
they seem to have inherited more than the other heretical
sects of Islam. They hold that the Deity has been seven
times incarnate, the last time in the Khalif Ali to whom
they ascribe all the attributes of the godhead and seem
to really worship Him.

The Nusairi, like all the Batiniyis, conceal their beliefs
from the uninitiated, and do not teach their esoteric
doctrines to all of their own sect, only to those who have
passed through a long course of instruction. They ac-
knowledge Mohammed, but as second to Ali, and call him
the Veil and they also honor one Selman al-Farisi whom
they denominate the Bab, or'i door.J' Of course the more
enlightened among them would explain that they worship
Ali only as the incarnation of the Deity, as Christians
worship Jesus Christ. They believe in transmigration
and hold that Moslems, at death, become donkeys, Chris-
tians swine and Jews monkeys, while every faithful
Nusairi rises at death to a position among the stars.
Though they pose as Moslems to the world they often in
secret curse them and have never willingly obeyed the
Turks but have frequently resisted their authority and
made trouble. All orthodox Moslems regard them as
heretics and abhor their doctrines.

The sect of the Druses arose about the end of the 10th